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37th Oblate General Chapter 
elects a new Superior General

Fr. Luis Ignacio Rois Alonso, OMI
13th Successor of St. Eugene de Mazenod
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ELECTION OF A NEW SUPERIOR GENERAL 
AND HIS COUNCIL

Usually the person elected 
as Superior General of the 

Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate is present at the General 
Chapter that chose him. 

However, on September 29, 2022, 
Fr. Luis Ignacio Rois Alonso, 
OMI, was in his mission in the 
Western Sahara when he received 
a phone call from the outgoing 
Superior General, Fr. Louis Lougen, 
OMI, asking him if he would accept 
his election as the new leader of his 
religious family for a six-year term. 
With his affi  rmative response, he 
immediately assumed the role of 
what Church Law calls the Supreme 
Moderator of the Oblate family. And 
as he automatically then became 
the President of the 37th General 
Chapter, all offi  cial business of 
the Chapter was suspended until 
Fr. “Chicho” (his nickname since 
childhood) could take a fl ight to 
Rome the next day. Arriving at 
the Chapter on the evening of 
September 30, he immediately 
made the required Profession of 
Faith and received the welcome of 
the Oblates who had been waiting 
for him in Nemi, Italy. 

Pope Francis noted the circumstances 
of Fr. General’s election in his October 
3 audience: “I thank the Superior 
General – poor thing, taken from the 
desert and brought here to Rome! – 
for his introduction, and I wish serene 
and fruitful work to him and the 
new Council. And let us thank the 
Superior and the Counsellors who 
have concluded their service.”

Born in Madrid, Spain, in 1963, 
Fr. Chicho has been a professed 
Oblate since 1982 and a priest since 
1988. His fi rst years of ministry 
were carried in in parishes, youth 
work, seminary formation and then, 
provincial superior of the Province 
of Spain. He was in that role when 
the General Chapter of 2004 elected 
him as the General Councillor for 
Europe. He was reelected to that 
role at the 2010 Chapter. When his 
mandate in the Central Government 
ended, in 2017, he was assigned 
to the Mediterranean Province and 
more specifi cally, to the mission of 
Western Sahara. 

Western Sahara is a 100% Muslim 
country and one of the most arid 
regions on the African continent. 
The Oblates who live there 
provide religious service mostly 
to diplomatic personnel from other 
countries and to the occasional 

visitor. Theirs is primarily a ministry 
of Christian presence, giving witness 
through a communal lifestyle and 
interreligious dialogue. The Vatican 
is represented there by the presence 
of Fr. Mario León, OMI, who is the 
Apostolic Prefect. 

The General Council

Once the new Superior General had 
arrived at the Chapter, elections for 
the other members of the Central 
Government could take place.

Vicar General: (Oc tober 1 election)
Elected to the role of Vicar General 
on October 1, Fr. Antoni Bochm, 
OMI, was born in 1969 in Miedźna, 
Poland. He has been an Oblate since 
1993 and a priest since 1999. After 
a couple years as a parish priest, he 
pursued higher studies to prepare 
himself for formation ministry at 
the Oblate Scholasticate in Obra. He 

Fr. General presents the Founder’s Oblate Cross to Pope Francis for 
veneration.
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became Provincial of the Province 
of Poland in 2014. During the 36th 
General Chapter in 2016, he was 
elected the General Councillor for 
Europe. He speaks Polish, English, 
French and Italian.

Assistants General: 
(October 1 election)

Fr. Raymond Mwangala, OMI, 
is the new First Assistant General. 
Born in 1975 in Choma, Southern 

Province, Zambia, he has been a 
professed Oblates since 1998 and 
a priest since 2004. For his fi rst 
12 years of priesthood, was in 
formation ministry in Zambia and in 
Cedara, Republic of South Africa. 
In RSA, he was also a professor at 
St. Joseph’s Theological Institute. 
While working on a PhD at Oblate 
School of Theology in San Antonio, 
TX, he was also on the scholasticate 
staff  there. In 2021 he became the 
Delegation Superior of Zambia

The Chapter chose as Second 
Assistant General Fr. Henricus 
Asodo, OMI, originally from 
Indonesia, but since 2013 a member 
of the community at the Oblate 
Foundation Community in Aix-en-
Provence, France. He was born in 
Semarant, Indonesia, in 1974. An 
Oblate since 1996 and ordained 
a priest in 2003, he has served 
as a formator in Australia and in 

Indonesia before his assignment to 
Aix-en-Provence.

General Councillors:
(October 4 election)

Africa-Madagascar: Fr. Erastus 
Kapena Mbili Shimbome, OMI, 
was born in 1971 in Omusati, 
Namibia. His fi rst vows were in 
1994 and his priestly ordination, in 
1999. From ordination until 2019, 
he did parish ministry. Since 2019, 
he has served as Provincial of the 
Namibia Province.

Asia-Oceania: Fr. Eugene 
Benedict, OMI, was born in 
1970 in Mutur, Sri Lanka. His fi rst 
Oblate vows were in 1993 and his 
ordination to priesthood in 1998. He 
has had a wide variety of missionary 
experiences as an itinerant preacher, 

Fr. Antoni Bochm, OMI
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missionary in Pakistan, parish work, 
Director of Jesuit Relief Service, 
higher studies in moral theology, 
and since 2020, as Provincial of 
the Province of Jaff na.

Canada-United States: Fr. James 
Brobst, OMI, born in 1960 in Alton, 
IL (USA), has been an Oblate since 
1985 and a priest since 1990. He 
has had a wide range of ministry 
experiences: parishes, formation, 
retreat houses and administration. 
He is also a professional organist. 

Since 2011 he has been part of the 
provincial administration, and Vicar 
Provincial for Mission in Ministry 
for the U.S. Province.

Europe: Fr. Alberto Gnemmi, 
OMI, was born in 1964 in Fara 
Novarese, Italy. His fi rst vows were 
in 1990 and his priestly ordination 
in 1995. For much of his Oblate 
life, he did parish ministry. Then, 
for 13 years, he was in provincial 
administration, fi rst as Provincial 
Treasurer, and then six years as the 
fi rst Provincial of the Mediterranean 
Province. In recent years, he has 

been the Superior of the Oblate 
Community in Passirano, Brescia.

Latin America-Caribbean: Fr. 
Jorge Albergati, OMI, was born 
in 1963 in San José, Uruguay. An 
Oblate since 1989, he was ordained 
a priest in 1995. After 2 years in 
parish ministry, he served at various 
times as Vocation Director and 
Formator. In 2013 he became the 
Delegation Superior in Uruguay and 
in 2013, he became the Provincial 
of the newly formed Province of 
Cruz del Sur. (JFA)

Fr. Raymond Mwangala, OMI Fr. Henricus Asodo, OMI Fr. Kapena Shimbome, OMI Fr. Eugene Benedict, OMI

Fr. James Brobst, OMI Fr. Alberto Gnemmi, OMI Fr. Jorge Albergati, OMI

May your Founder, the charism he transmitted to you, and his missionary vision be and remain 
points of reference for your life and your work; to stay rooted in your missionary vocation, 
above all by living the testament of your Founder, in mutual love among yourselves and in zeal 
for the salvation of souls. It is the heart of your mission and the secret of your life, and this is 
why the Church still needs you. In the immense field of the mission that is the entire world, may 
Jesus always be your model, as he was for Saint Eugène.  - Pope Francis to 37th General Chapter
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Remembering the 37th General Chapter:
Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, Provincial

September 14, 2022-October 14, 2022 – Nemi, Italy

Ray Cook, Antonio Ponce and I 
arrived in Rome the day before 

the beginning of the Chapter. Vans 
were waiting for the Delegates at 
the airport in Rome to drive us to 
Nemi, Italy, a small village about 
45 minutes from the airport.

Tom Ovalle served as 
Commissioner for the Chapter. That 
responsibility involved coordinating 
all the details beforehand to ensure 
the smooth running of the Chapter. 
Tom traveled back and forth to Rome 
several times during the past two 
plus years in preparation for the 
Chapter! Thank you, Tom!

We met at the residence of the 
Missionaries of the Divine Word 
(SVD) who have hosted Chapters 
for several missionary communities. 
Their large facility served us well.

We spent the fi rst days of the 
Chapter getting acquainted with 
each other, learning about each 
other’s ministries, country of 
origin and the political situation of 
where we are ministering. Hallway 
conversations and mealtimes were 
a big help in this regard as well.

Helping us get further acquainted 
was a 20-minute report, prepared 
before Chapter, by each region of 
the Congregation. Comments from 
Delegates about our region centered 
around our fi nancial generosity to the 
Congregation, including personnel 

we provide for various offi  ces in the 
Congregation, our ministry with youth 
and the large group of members of 
the Mazenodian Family members in 
our region.

Superior General Louis Lougen 
presented a summary of his report 
which all Delegates had received a 
few months before the Chapter. Fr. 
General spoke about the value of our 
life together in community and that 
the quality of that life directly aff ects 
the quality of our ministry. He spoke 
about the importance of community 
with one another, community with 
God, community with the people 
we serve, community with Mother 
Earth. When this type of community 
happens, he said, we will be strong in 
our identity as missionaries, and we 
will get vocations. Our fi rst ministry 
as Oblates, as Missionaries, is to one 
another, in community, he told us.

During the third week of the 
Chapter, we began the process of 
election of the Superior General, 
Assistants General and General 
Councillors. Delegates often 
remarked how fortunate we are to 
have several qualifi ed and generous 
Oblates willing to say “yes” to these 
important positions of leadership.

A highlight of the Chapter was the 
opportunity to travel to Rome and 
hear the address of Pope Francis to 
us. He spoke of our Chapter theme, 
“Pilgrims of Hope in Communion.” 
Our new Superior General, in his 
opening address to the Holy Father, 
teased Pope Francis that our Chapter 
theme was chosen before that of the 
upcoming Church Synod in 2024, 
“Pilgrims of Hope”.

Each Oblate present was invited 
to shake the Pope’s hand and say 

Continued on p.6

Fr. Luc Tardif listens with rapt attention to Lou’s intervention.
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a brief word to him. Pope Francis 
thanked our Congregation for the 
great gift we are to the Church and 
encouraged us to continue our journey 
in receiving our hope from the kind 
of hope only the poor can give us. 
Many delegates remarked after our 
visit with the Pope about how diffi  cult 
it was to see Pope Francis struggle 
to walk, even to get out of his chair 
to take a picture with us. 

After a relaxing day in Rome, we 
gathered again to Nemi to continue 
our discussions about the Chapter 
theme, “Pilgrims of Hope in 
Communion.” In these discussions, 
particular themes began to emerge 
as topics we became more united 
about and as central ideas we hoped 
to share with the Congregation.

The main themes were:
• Our appreciation of the 

Mazenodian Family and how they 
can become more united to us.

• Working towards greater 
centralization of personnel 
and fi nances for fi rst formation 
programs.

• Enhanced opportunities for 
ongoing formation, including 
programs at Aix-en-Provence.

• Renewed focus on the gift of 
our Constitutions and Rules, our 

“Book of Life” and celebrating 
the 200th anniversary (in 2026) 
of their approval by the Vatican.

• Apologizing for the hurt caused 
to minors and vulnerable adults 
by the actions of Oblates and 
seeking to bring about further 
reconciliation.

• Apologizing for the harm 
caused to Indigenous Peoples 
through our lack of sensitivity 
to their cultures, languages, way 
of life, particularly in residential 
schools and to continue working 
for further reconciliation.

Of all that took place during the 
Chapter proceedings, most Delegates 
would agree, I think, that the most 
enriching and lively conversations 
took place at meals, at the evening 
socials, in the hallways between 
sessions. These were the conversations 
that truly united us as one. The Sunday 
excursions to Rome, Assisi, L’Aquila, 
and Castel Gandolfo also benefi ted us 
in coming to know one another more 
in an atmosphere of fun, relaxation, 
and humor.

Towards the end of our time together, 
we began serious discussion about 
how to best communicate the 
liveliness, animation, and focus at 
the Chapter with the wider audience 
of Oblates and the Mazenodian 

Family. That is always a challenge!

I don’t recall any Chapter Delegate 
saying he was sad that the Chapter 
was ending. We had met a total of 
27 days, every day except the four 
Sundays of the Chapter. Although 
not sad about the chapter ending, 
we had become a rather close-knit 
community. Despite our diff erences, 
misunderstandings, struggles at 
times with communicating, we 
came to know one another rather 
well, came to appreciate more 
deeply some struggles shared in 
ministry, in community life, in 
prayer, in faithfully living our vows 
and our charism.  Our open and 
honest sharing had served us well 
in accomplishing a lot of important 
work together but also in enjoying 
it at least most of the time!

At the concluding Mass, Fr. General 
reminded us that our patroness, 
Mary, is the example of whom 
we must model our lives after as 
Oblate Missionaries. She let go of 
her own concerns and worries, as 
she traveled to console and help her 
cousin Elizabeth, reaching out to 
her in compassion, care, assistance, 
staying with her three months, all 
the while giving praise and thanks 
to God for His goodness to her. 
She is a Missionary par excellence!

Counting votes!

Continued from p. 5, Chapter
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Tempier Community welcomes 
pre-novice in Belleville

By Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, OMI

During Evening Prayer on the memorial of the 
Queenship of Mary, August 23, 2022, the Henri 

Tempier Prenovitiate Community in Belleville 
welcomed Jesse Lopez into the community and the 
discernment program. Jesse grew up in the Oblate 
Parish of Mary Immaculate in Pacoima, California 
where he met the Oblates as a child. He has been 
active in his parish and has frequently visited 
and ministered at the Oblate Mission in Tijuana, 
Mexico. Oblate formators, Fr. Juan Gaspar and 
Fr. Raul Salas welcomed Oblates from St. Henry’s 
Oblate Residence, King’s House, and the Shrine 
Community to witness the acceptance ceremony. 

Fr. Juan reminded Jesse that the community is 
a place where he is welcomed, where he will be 
stretched, supported, 
and encouraged to fi nd 
strength, and hope during 
this time of discernment. 
Fr. Raul blessed the cross 
that Jesse will wear during 
this period of discernment, 
as a reminder of the love 
Jesus has for him and for 
all people.

During the fi rst semester of his studies, Jesse 
is a student at Southern Illinois University in 
Edwardsville and is sharing his percussion skills 

with the musicians at the Spanish Mass at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of the Snows.

Off to a good start in Tijuana

By Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

Acceptance Mass: Frs. Eleazar Manuel and Bill 
Antone welcomed back the pre-novices for 

another year of academic and Oblate formation 
following their summer break. 

 Bake sales: The pre-novices have been baking 
banana bread, carrot bread and oatmeal cookies 

Formation Communities 2022-23

Fr. Juan Gaspar asks Jesse if he’s ready to commit 
himself to the program of discernment.

Continued on p.8
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since last May to raise funds for World Youth Day, 
which will take place in August 2023, in Portugal. 
The goal is to raise at least $18,000 and we have 
raised around $12,000 so far. Frs. Pauldass Selveraj 
and Marek Stroba, from Most Precious Blood parish 
in Chula Vista, have been supportive in allowing us 
to have at least fi ve bake sales after Sunday Masses. 
We have made hundreds of loaves and will continue 
to make more until we reach our goal. 

Camping: In July some of the pre-novices along 
with some affi  liates spent a few days camping and 
surf-fi shing at the ocean some hours south on the 
Baja Peninsula as well as camping and hiking at 
2800 meters in the San Pedro Mártir high sierra 
National Park. 

Retreat: In mid-August, we began the year with 
a two-day retreat at the diocesan retreat center, 
Gozo y Esperanza, and spent a third day at a local 
water park. Two of the pre-novices who had taken 
swimming lessons during the summer put their new 
skills into practice.

Partnership Meeting: At the beginning of October, 
two pre-novices, Álvaro Zapata and Aarón 
Cruz, traveled with Bill Antone to Snoqualmie, 
Washington, to meet up with Oblate Partnership 
president, Artie Pingolt, and Seattle-area Partners. 
This was the fi rst in person “post-pandemic” 

meeting in several years. They met at the home of 
Bill and Maggi Whitaker who have been benefactors 
of the Oblates for years. The Seattle-area Partners 
have been supporters of the Oblates in general and 
of the Baja Mission in Tijuana in particular. Some 
Partners are now looking to support the Oblate-run 
Tijuana scholarship program. While there, they 
hiked into Franklin Falls, a popular short hike in the 
Washington Cascades. 

Future: We are hoping to have at least two new 
pre-novices for 2023-2024 and we are likewise 
hoping to send pre-novices to the novitiate level of 
formation in 2023. 

In the photo from the 
“Acceptance Mass” on 
September 10, 2022, from 
left to right in the foreground, 
are the pre-novices for 2022-
2023: Kevin Mazariegos, 21; 
Victor Izquierdo, 25; Julian 
Cruz, 27; Álvaro Zapata, 23; 
Carlos Martinez, 20; and 
Aarón Cruz, 31.  In the back 
row are: Deacon Tim Schulz, 
a friend of the Oblates, Piarist 
Fr. Fernando Garcia, and 
Oblates: Eleazar Manuel, Bill 
Antone, Francisco Gómez 
and Jesse Esqueda. Fr. 
Jesse, Baja Mission Superior, 
presided and preached at the 
Acceptance Mass.

Seattle area partners: L-r:  Bill Antone, Pre-novice 
Aarón Cruz, Sue Adams, Mark Antone, Elaine 
Adams, Monica Antone, Ann Marie, Maggi and Bill 
Whitaker, Pre-novice Álvaro Zapata. Missing in the 
photo: Paul Antone and Artie Pingolt.

Continued from p.7, Formation
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No summer vacation for Oblate 
scholastics

By Fr. Ronald Laframboise, OMI

The temperature was still in the high 90s when 
the scholastics started returning to the Borzaga 

Formation Community in San Antonio for the fall 
semester. They were happy to welcome the two newly 
professed from the novitiate, Etienne Kabemba 
and Pablo Henning. Etienne is Congolese but a 
member of N.D. du Cap Province in Canada. Pablo 
was born in Venezuela and comes from Houston. 
Their arrival added two new countries to our already 
international community. Including staff  members, 
we now have twelve countries represented in our 
little family of sixteen Oblates.

The long summer break is not vacation time for the 
scholastics. While it is a break from academic pursuits, 
it is mission/ministry time. Returning to San Antonio 

they were somewhat like the 72 disciples whom Jesus 
had sent out when they returned from their mission. 
They had not cast out any demons, but they were 
excited to tell of their experiences.

Our deacon, Solomon Gaja, spent the summer in 
his home country, Nigeria, where he had gone to 
deal with some U.S. visa issues. After a short stay 
with his family, the provincial assigned him to one 
of the Oblate parishes. The pastor saw his presence 
as an opportunity to get away and entrusted the care 
of the parish to him for three weeks: Communion 
services, baptisms, preaching, visiting the sick…. 
The mission’s water pump broke down, so he had to 
get the parish council involved to get it repaired. He 
said that some people complained that his homilies 
were too short, only fi fteen minutes. They are used 
to much longer ones.

Bros. Musonda Chota (Zambia) and Dogo Anaguedeu 
(Cameroun) went to Belleville, Illinois. While living 

Rear, l-r: Antonio Ponce, Etienne Kabemba, Jacques Liba, Moses Khisa, Musonda Chota, Frank Santucci, 
Ron Laframboise, Pablo Henning. Front, l-r: Abraham Chisembe, Maximilien Kenfack, Raphael Banda, 
Henry Zayamoe, Stanco Simukonda, Solomon Gaja, Dogo Anagedeu 
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with the Oblate community at Our 
Lady of the Snows Shrine, they 
helped Fr. Harold Fisher at the two 
parishes that he serves, St. Stephen’s 
in Caseyville and Holy Rosary in 
Fairmont City. They also helped 
at the Shrine during the annual 
novena. It was also an occasion to 
help some of the retired Oblates get 
to their doctors’ visits and specially 
to hear their mission stories.

Bro. Maximilian Kenfack 
(Cameroun) found himself in New 
Orleans at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
church, just off  the famous French 
Quarter. Once the mortuary chapel 
for the old cemetery next to it, 
this church is very popular today 
because of the St. Jude Shrine 
located inside the church. The 
parish also feeds many homeless 
and poor people every day. Max, a 
native French speaker, was asked 
to do one of the readings in that 
language on Pentecost Sunday 
and give a brief refl ection. This 
was well received by the many 
francophones who worship there. 
He also brought communion to the 
sick at Tulane hospital and helped 
in an interdenominational program 
to set up shelters before hurricane 
season set in.

Bros. Raphael Banda and 
Stanco Simukonda, both from 
Zambia, traveled to the Northeast. 
Raphael was at the St. Joseph 
the Worker Shrine in downtown 
Lowell, MA. Originally a parish 
for French speaking migrants 
from Canada, it now serves as a 
place where people can come for 
the sacrament of reconciliation 
or just to fi nd a listening ear. 
Raphael had the occasion to 

put his pastoral care courses to 
good use. Stanco, while living 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Residence in Tewksbury, helped 
at St. William’s parish nearby.

Jacques Marie Liba (Chad) 
enjoyed the pleasant summer 
weather of Buff alo, New York. 
He assisted Fr. Felix Nyambe 
(Zambia) at Our Lady of Hope 
parish. This is a very multicultural 
parish with a sizeable Burmese 
community and people from 
several African countries. It is 
also the home parish of Bro. 
Henry Zayamoe (Myanmar) 
who was able to continue 
improving his Spanish helping at 
Precious Blood parish in Chula 

Vista. He had spent the previous 
summer in Tijuana.

Bro. Moses Khisa (Kenya) 
was originally destined to go 
to Canada, since the Oblate 
Mission in his country is linked 
to the Lacombe Province. 
Unfortunately, the Canadian 
immigration authorities denied his 
visa. So, he went to Brownsville 
and helped at the cathedral.

Mid-term break is just around 
the corner, the books to read are 
many and the papers to write just 
as numerous. Already, plans are 
being made for Christmas break 
which is vacation time for the 
Borzaga scholastics.

And from our scholastic in Rome: Mateusz Garstecki

¡Qué maravilla! - At the International Roman Scholasticate, 
the brothers are given an opportunity to learn a language of the 
Congregation in the summer after their fi rst year in the community. 
So, this past July, four of us brothers parted for two months in 
Spain! In addition, one brother from our community went to 
Ireland to learn English, and four brothers and our superior went 
to Cameroon to learn French. Apart from a language learning 
experience, and perhaps more importantly, it was an opportunity 
to know more of the Oblate world!

Continued on p.11

Mateusz was of great help to the Communications Staff  at the 
General Chapter. Here he greets the new Superior General.
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For me, the experience in Spain held quite a few 
surprises, beyond going to Spanish class. First of 
all, the four of us went to live in a community of 
three Oblates in Pozuelo de Alarcon, which is the 
residence that was the scholasticate of our Oblate 
Spanish martyrs, who died in 1936. In the house 
today, there is a small museum, and throughout the 
house, there are photos of the Oblate community 
from the 1930’s. The residence is large, and today, 
a large section of the building is used as the Casa 
de Espiritualidad Emaús, where groups come to 
hold a weekend of refl ection.

We also met many Oblates who passed through 

the community at various times. We came to 
know a Venezuelan Oblate, Fr. Giovanny, and 
we also met Fr. Andriy Havlich and his mother. 
Fr. Andriy is a Ukrainian Oblate who belongs to 
the Mediterranean Province. At the time we were 
with him, he was preparing himself to move to 
Kyiv, to help the Oblates there, particularly with 
EWTN Ukraine. (At the present time of writing, 
he has already arrived there.) We also met Oblates 
who work in parishes and lead youth ministry, 
and we also met a community of retired Oblates.

I am thankful for the opportunity to have gotten 
to know some of the Oblates in Spain, y ¡espero 
continuar aprendiendo español!

Mateusz, continued from p. 10

St. Joseph Shrine joins Folk 
Festival in Lowell

By Fr. Michael Amesse, OMI

He did it again! Tremblay, as in Father Gene 
Tremblay. The Lowell Folk Festival returned 

after a 2-year hiatus on July 29-30-31. Father T did 
what he does best. He organized. Unlike the people of 
the parishes and ethnic communities manning booths 
off ering food from diff erent cultures, the Shrine off ered 
a something diff erent -- gracious hospitality.

After people bought good food, there were few places 
to sit. Soon, however they spotted picnic tables. They 
were lined up in front of the Shrine of St. Joseph the 
Worker -- they featured shaded umbrellas. There, 
people could linger. In addition, the Shrine doors were 
open – soothing chant music played within and the AC 
was on. Brother Richard Cote off ered guided tours.

For the past 2 years Father Tremblay welcomed 
unsolicited religious tokens sent to folks by religious 
organizations in exchange for donations. He asked if 
they could give us those beads, prayer cards, statues, 
etc. They were quite generous. On rows of tables men, 
women and children looked for religious souvenirs, 
packed neatly in baskets. “How much are they, Father?” 

“Not a penny.” Word got out that anyone could stop 

by, sit a spell, breathe some cool air in the Shrine and 
pick up a religious token. The shrine gathered new 
fans. All the while, we gave away some fans of our 
own. The McKenna, Ouellette, D’Amanto funeral 
home donated many hundreds of fans to us. Imprinted 
on those fans were the Shrine’s times for sacraments.

Many festival goers, who came from near and far, 
were not aware of what the Shrine has to off er every 
day. So, we presented what we had to people at the 
Lowell Folk Festival. If it was not for Father Eugene 
Tremblay, OMI, it would not have gotten done. It was 
his way not to leave a stone unturned.  

During the provincial’s visit to Lowell to preach a 
retreat: l-r - Oblates Mike Amesse, Gene Tremblay, 
Lou Studer, & Steve Conserva. 
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Canada-US Region with new and previous Frs. General: front – Daniel 
Leblanc, Remi Lepage, Ray Cook, Fernando Velazquez, Ken Thorson. Rear – 
Lou Studer, Antonio Ponce, Chicho Rois, Luc Tardif, Louie Lougen, Richard 
Baudette, Alfred Grzempa, Harley Mapes.

Fr. Louis Lougen hands the 
Founder’s Cross to the 14th 
successor of St. Eugene.

Showing peferences with green 
cards in the Chapter Hall.

Many hours as a translator: 
Fernando Velazquez

Fr. Chicho presides at the closing Mass with 
Frs. Raymond Mwangala & Henricus Asodo.

Lou Studer with Mateusz Garstecki 
& Shanil Jayawardana, Director of 
Communications.
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Chapter Commissioner Tom 
Ovalle greets Fr. Gerneral.

Pizza time in Nemi. Tony Ortiz, 
Mateusz Garstecki, David Muñoz, 
Antonio Ponce, Ray Cook, Lou 
Studer

Ray Cook, RIchard Baudette 
& Ken Thorson

One of daily Chapter 
Chats on YouTube.

At Castelgondolfo, Lou Studer 
eyes the papal bed!

One of three Chapter 
Moderators, Fr. Joe Phiri.

Belleville Oblates had lunch 
with Jim Brobst and asked 
God to bless him in his new 
role before he left for Italy.

David Muñoz congratualates 
Fr. General.
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The Fr. John Sokolski, OMI, Archives – U.S. Province

When the fi ve Oblate provinces 
in the United States were 

reorganized into one in 1999, they 
each had their own provincial 
archives. Over the next few years, 
the collections of the former Eastern, 
Northern, Central, and Western US 
Provinces, as well as the current 
material of the Southern US Province, 
were shipped and housed in a new 
space at the provincial headquarters in 
Washington, DC. To keep non-current 
material of the former Southern 
Province closer to researchers in 
Texas, it remained in the Southwestern 
Oblate Historical Archives on the 
campus of Oblate School of Theology 
in San Antonio, Texas. Another 
smaller collection of material from 
the Northern US Province continued 
to be stored at the Andre Garin 
Residence in Lowell, Massachusetts.

Several people were involved in 
the care of the new archives in 
DC, including Doug Speeckaert 
and Sr. Ann Diehl, CSJ. The Andre 
Garin Residence collection was 
maintained by Bro. Richard Cote, 
OMI, who is also in charge of the 
Oblate Historical Museum at the 
St. Joseph the Worker Shrine in 
Lowell. The Southwestern Oblate 
Historical Archives continued under 
the care of Martha Santillan, a 
longtime lay employee with the 
Oblates, under the supervision of Fr. 
Bob Wright, OMI. In 2007, Martha 
retired, and I was fortunate enough 
to replace her as archivist in Texas. 

I am originally from Austin, Texas, 
and moved here in 2002. I have a 
BA in History from The University 

of Texas at Austin, and an MA in 
History from the University of Texas 
at San Antonio. I’ve been a certifi ed 
archivist since 2010. I am married 
with two children and have worked 
with the Oblates for 15 years.

When Sr. Ann communicated 
her intention to retire in 2019, it 
was decided that all the archival 
collections of the Oblates in the 
United States should be combined 
into a new facility under my 
direction in San Antonio. After 
several options were explored, a 
location was found in the Oblate 
Missions building in the former 
Mail Room and Donor Services 
areas. I drew up a plan for the new 
facility, and Bob Muzny, Facilities 
Manager at Oblate Missions, 
graciously agreed to manage the 
renovations. After a great deal of 
work, and delays from COVID-19 
and supply chain issues, the new 
4,900 square foot facility was ready 

for the fi rst move in March of 2022.

I fl ew to Washington to supervise 
the loading of the over 2,000 
linear feet of material as well as 
shelving for the journey to Texas. 
The following week, everything was 
moved in. In April the material in 
the Southwestern Oblate Historical 
Archives was moved, over 800 linear 
feet of material, as well as all the 
shelving, cabinets, etc. This move 
included the Andre Garin Residence 
material, which had been moved 
to Texas in 2020, and the Oblate 
School of Theology Archives.

Archives hold more than just paper!

By Mathew C. Martin, CA

Continued on p.16
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Thanks to a generous donation 
in honor of Fr. John Sokolski, 
OMI, who died in 2016, the 
Archives’ name honors this 
longtime Missionary Oblate who 
served most of his priestly life 
in San Antonio, in educational, 
retreat, and parish ministry. 

The Archives collects, cares for, 
and provides access to material 
relating to the history of the 
Oblates in the United States. 
While the primary “patrons” are 
the Oblates themselves, material is 
also made available to researchers 
interested in the Oblates and their 

work and history. This can range 
from requests for genealogical 
information, photos and history 
for upcoming parish anniversaries, 
material for books being written 
on the Oblates’ mission, specifi c 
individuals, or broader subjects 
in Catholicism and history. 

I am thrilled with the new facility 
and excited to familiarize myself 
with even more historical material 
relating to the Oblate mission in 
the US. We are not quite ready to 
serve patrons as yet, as there are a 
few more things to be completed, 
but for reference requests, I 
can be reached at mmartin@
omiusa.org or 210-477-0913. 

Mat working in the stacks.

Moving in!

Songs and care for 
God’s Creation

The beautiful 19th century 
Trinity Church in Oslo, 

Norway, was the site of a June 
15, 2022, ecumenical service on 
“Creation Care.” The Director 
of Justice, Peace and the Care 
of Creation offi  ce of the U.S. 
Oblate Province, Fr. Seamus 
Finn, OMI, was present and 
off ered one of the prayers. 
The service featured prayers 
and some newly written songs 
by contemporary Christian 
musicians.

Concerning this ecumenical 
eff ort, Seamus writes: OMIUSA 
JPIC has been networking with 
an eclectic group of policy and 
educational representatives over 
the past three years on issues 
related to and fl owing from the 
Encyclical Laudato Sí. This 
rich intersectoral collaboration 
has resulted in a number of 
initiatives that are intended to 
expand the reach of the message 
of Pope Francis “to hear the cry 
of the poor and hear the cry of 
the earth” and take care of our 
coming home. Ecumenical and 
interreligious in nature, these 
projects have been organized 
under the following umbrellas: 
“Making All Things New”; 
“Spiritual Natural Capital”; “All 
The Trees of the Wood Rejoice”; 
“Sustainable Mining - Living 
Waters: Laudato si’ and the 
Mountain”.

See photos, p. 16

Continued from p. 14, Archives
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Provincial Fr. Lou Studer, OMI,  thanks new General Councilor,
 Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI

After his election to serve as General Councillor for the Canada-U.S. Region on October 4, Jim 
Brobst was able to arrive at the Chapter on October 10. There, he received a warm welcome from 
the Delegates. I am very grateful to Jim for his leadership as Vicar Provincial and for moving 
the province forward with our missionary 
outreach and ministry. Jim was our facilitator 
at Council meetings and he took on many 
other responsibilities besides. We will miss 
his presence, his creativity, generosity and 
humor! Jim was the unanimous choice by the 
Canada-U.S. Chapter Delegates to then be 
elected, in Chapter, to serve as our General 
Councilor.

Thank you, Jim. We promise you our prayers 
as you begin this important new responsibility.

With one year remaining in leadership, I will not replace 
Jim on Council nor as Vicar Provincial. I will also be relying 
on members of the Council to assist with some province responsibilities. Emmanuel Mulenga has 
agreed to accompany me to CROCUS meetings as two Oblates from each province are required to 
attend. 

Jim (foreground) concelebrates with other 
new members of General Council.

Seamus offers one 
of the intercessory 
prayers.

Continued from p. 15, Creation
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By Sister Maxine Pohlman

(Ed. Note: The La Vista Ecological Learning Center 
located at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate 
in Godfrey, IL, is one way that the Oblates of the 
United States are responding to the call of recent 
popes to take care of our common home. This care 
of creation was one of principal challenges to our 
Oblate ministry at the recent 37th General Chapter. 
Sister Maxine Pohlman, the Director of the Center 
speaks about one of its projects that gives natural 
pollinators a place to fi nd pollen, something essential 
for the plant life of Mother Earth.)

I know that you have an interest in the Pollinator 
Garden at La Vista, so I want to share this update 

on work currently being accomplished.

Led by Master Gardener and Master Naturalist Susan 
Murray, nine volunteers are in process of renewing the 
pollinator garden begun in 2014. The picture below shows 
the monarda in full bloom, a native plant that provides 
nectar for many bees, butterfl ies, birds, wasps, and other 

pollinators. Our plan is to 
introduce more diversity so 
that, when the monarda has 
peaked, other natives will 
continue serving pollinators 
throughout the season as 
well as adding color and 
interest. This will happen 
over a period of years. 

When some of the plants 
complete their blooming 
cycle, they die, making 
the garden less than attractive. However, we leave 
those plants because their seeds continue to serve 
other pollinators. In the winter they provide valuable 
habitat for species that overwinter here. Rather than 
clean them up so the garden has a tidy appearance, it 
is important to continue to provide for native animals. 

This garden was created in response to the disappearing 
monarch butterfl y. It, along with many other pollinators, 
are endangered by use of pesticides and reduction in 
habitat. It is also a way to give fl esh to the Missionary 
Oblates Land Ethic statement and the Pope's encyclical 
Laudato Sì. Obviously, the garden is also an educational 
tool, modeling a way to create this kind of garden and 
encouraging others to replicate it in the back yards, 
on a smaller scale.

Standing: Susan Murray  
Sitting: Virginia Woulfe Beile

In this Chapter, you have also often 
brought up your commitment to the 
common home, seeking to translate it 
into concrete decisions and actions. I 
encourage you to continue to work in this 
direction. Our mother earth nourishes us 
without asking for anything in exchange; 
it is up to us to understand that she 
cannot continue to do so if we do not 
also take care of her. –  Pope Francis to 
37th General Chapter

A GARDEN TO SAVE 
THE FUTURE
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Still inviting to “Come and See”

Nine Attend “Come and See” Weekend at 
Belleville Shrine

By Will Shaw with Fr. Victor Patricio, OMI

The latest Oblate “Come and See” event for 
men considering an Oblate Vocation took 

place October 7-9, at the Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows in Belleville, IL. Vocation Director, Fr. Victor 
Patricio and a team of Oblates welcomed nine men 
from Texas, California, Illinois, and the District of 
Columbia to visit with Oblates and men in formation.

The weekend included presentations about missionary 
life; who the Oblates are; the life of the Founder of 
the Oblates, St. Eugene de Mazenod; the process of 
discernment; and what it’s like to be in formation 
with the Oblates. In addition, there was morning 
and evening prayer, Adoration, the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, and celebrations of Mass.

While attending the “Come and See,” the men stayed 
at the Oblate’s Henri Tempier Prenovitiate on the 
Shrine grounds, plus they took the 40-minute journey 
to visit the Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate in 
Godfrey, Illinois. This gave them the experience of 
where they might live and study during the early years 
of formation. The wooded grounds of the novitiate also 
provided an opportunity for the group to hike along 
the bluff s overlooking the Mississippi River. Back at 
the Shrine, Saturday evening was spent with Oblates 
and guests sitting around a bonfi re sharing s’mores 
and stories of discernment and the call to religious life.

Along with the formal presentations, the candidates 
had opportunities to chat informally with a variety 

Fr. Steven Montez addresses the group in the 
beautiful novitiate lodge.

Bros. Henry Zayamoe and Pablo Henning tell about 
the Oblate Founder.
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of Oblates including Fathers Juan 
Gaspar and Raul Salas of the 
Tempier Pre-novitiate; Fr. Sal 
Gonzalez, Director of the Shrine; 
novitiate formator, Bro. George 
Litiya; Associate Vocation Director, 
Fr. Steven Montez; Fr. Jim Brobst, 
newly elected General Councilor 
for the Canada- U.S. Region; 
and a special guest from Canada, 
Lacombe Province, Vocation 
Director Fr. Jarek Pachocki. The 
visitors also heard from Brothers 
Henry Zayamoe and Pablo Henning, 
currently in formation at the Oblate 
Scholasticate in San Antonio, and 
local prenovice, Jesse Lopez.

Refl ecting on the weekend, Fr. 
Victor was pleased with the turnout, 
which he said was up from last 
year. He attributed the increase 
to the prayers for vocations from 
brother Oblates and members of 
the Mazenodian Family. All the 
men who attended the “Come and 
See” have been in discernment for 
some time, Fr. Victor thinks two 
or three are at the stage where 
they are considering applying 
to enter formation next year.

Fr. Victor’s schedule is full for 
the next several months. Besides 
keeping in touch with interested 
men, after the Belleville event, he 
was part of a Vocation Fair at St. 
Louis University on October 14. 
He preached at Sunday Masses 
in Roma, TX, on October 15-16. 
He took part in a Vocation Fair 
at the University of Dallas on 
October 17. From November 3-6, 
he attended the Convocation of 
the National Religious Vocation 
Conference in Spokane, WA. 
Then he was back in Belleville 

for a Vocation Fair at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows on 
November 12-13, as part of the National Vocation Awareness Week.

He plans to have a Vocation Discernment Retreat in Sarita, TX from 
December 17 to 22 and a Come & See in San Antonio on January 20 
to 22, 2023. Reservations for the next event are now open and can 
be made by calling 1-800-358-4394 or email: vocations@omiusa.org.

l-r: Frs. Juan Gaspar and Fr. Victor Patricio take part in a Vocation Fair 
on the campus of St. Louis University.

l-r: Oblates Steven Montez, Raul Salas, Henry Zayamoe, Jared 
Pochocki, Sal Gonzalez, Victor Paricio, Juan Gaspar and Elvis Mwamba 
concelebrate at the Shrine Church during the Come and See weekend.
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The RAM’s Corner

According to an internet 
description, Comfort, Texas, 

is “a Hill Country gem.” … Just a 
30 minutes drive from San Antonio, 
“much of the town is designated 
a National Historic District.” Our 
featured Oblate this issue, Fr. David 
Ullrich, OMI, was born in that little 
town in 1942. While he wouldn’t 
exactly consider himself “historic”, 
in his 60 years as an Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate, he has helped “make 
Oblate history” in the many ways he 
has fulfi lled and continues to fulfi l 
his missionary vocation. When he 
entered the Oblates in 1962, he began 
a journey that would immerse him in 
many diff erent cultures, far removed 
from the little town in Texas that 
was begun by German immigrants.

Japan: In the early 60’s, the Oblates 
were experimenting with a program 
where they would send some of their 
young seminarians to complete their 
studies in a culture they were called 
to serve. Japan, Brazil, Chile: these 
were just some of the places they 
would go, fi rst to learn the language 
and culture, and then to study in 
the language of their new home.

After studying philosophy at the 
Oblate scholasticate in Mississippi 

and a year of theology in San Antonio, 
Fr. Dave volunteered for the Oblate 
mission in Japan in 1967. After 
two years of language study, he 
resumed his theological studies at 
Sophia University in Tokyo and was 
ordained a priest in 1971. He then 
spent 3 years in parish and seminary 
formation ministry in Japan. 

The U.S.A. As important as the 
missionary presence in Japan was, 
Fr. Dave increasingly felt the need to 
respond to the rapidly growing need 
for Hispanic ministry in the U.S. 
He returned to the U.S. in 1975 and 
was assigned to the former Western 
Province. There he exercised over 
20 years of parish ministry, mostly 
in Latino parishes in California. In 
his “free time,” he also obtained a 
Doctorate in Ministry in 1982 at the 
Jesuit School of Theology in Berkely, 
with an emphasis on faith-based 
small communities (“comunidades 
de base”). He also honed his skills in 
Spanish and community formation 
during his twelve years as pastor 
in San Fernando, CA.

Administration: In 1996, his Oblate 
family called him to the ministry of 
administration as provincial superior 
of the Western Province. It was a 

time of challenge and change as the 
fi ve provinces of the United States 
were in serious discussion about 
merging into one administrative 
entity. That merger took place in 
1999 and Fr. Dave was asked to serve 
as one of the full-time provincial 
councilors, based in Washington, 
D.C., and in charge of the “Mission” 
in the new U.S. Province.

China: In 2005, upon the end of his six-
year term on the Provincial Council, 
Fr. Dave took a six-month sabbatical 
teaching English at the Sichuan 
International Studies University in 
Chongqing, China. His return to the 
USA was a brief stopover as he went to 
the border city of Tijuana, BC, Mexico, 
to be part of the formation team at the 
prenovitiate there for one year. But 
the God of surprises intervened. After 
three months in Tijuana, he received 
a call from Fr. Oswald Firth, OMI, 
Assistant General for Mission at the 
Oblate headquarters in Rome. The 
Superior General, Fr. Guillermo 
Steckling, OMI, was asking Dave to 
consider accepting an assignment as 
superior of the Oblate Delegation in 
China, an Oblate Unit attached to the 
Province of Australia. The base of the 
delegation ministry was Hong Kong, 

A missionary in all directions: 
Fr. David Ullrich, OMI
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where it managed several schools and 
two parishes. 

During his nine-year stint as leader of 
the China mission, David and other 
members of the delegation were able 
to open two new Oblate locations on 
the Chinese mainland. Of special 
signifi cance was the collaboration 
between the Oblates and a group 
of lay Catholic volunteers who 
arranged medical treatment and care 
for abandoned handicapped infants 
from impoverished parts deep within 
the mainland. The relationship started 
one day when David was explaining 
to a leader of the lay group that the 
Oblate charism is to reach out to the 
most abandoned. Whereupon Jason 
responded enthusiastically, “Who 
can be more ‘abandoned’ than an 
abandoned handicapped infant left on a 
doorstep.?” Gradually the Oblates got 
involved in various aspects of caring 
for the children and the foster parents. 
As the infants grew, they were placed 
in several foster homes with native 
Catholic foster parents to provide them 
a semblance of family life until their 
future was clarifi ed. 

The Oblates were also to reach out 
to the many Chinese migrant school 
children in the areas in which they 
worked. This took several forms. A 
small study centers were set up where 
students could do their homework 
and improve their English. Various 
activities began and parents were 
involved in multiple ways. Overseas 
students came and got involved with 
the orphan and migrant children.

Return to the U.S.  After 13 years 
in China, Fr. Dave began to notice 
that his body was telling him that it 
was time to come home As he says, 
“I wanted to come back before I 
needed a walker to get the plane.” 
So it was that in 2018 he came back 
to the U.S. After a couple of months 
of re-charging, he received his new 
assignment to his native Texas, as 
part of the formation team at Borzaga 
House in San Antonio.

In 2021, Fr. Dave was presented 
with a new challenge. He and 
several other senior Oblates were 
called by the province to form an 
Oblate community on the grounds 

on the La Parra section of the 
Kenedy Ranch outside Sarita, 
south Texas. For years the ranch 
has been a spiritual oasis for men 
and women seeking refreshment for 
their souls and deeper union in God. 
After the scourge of the pandemic, 
the province decided to re-focus 
the ministry, continuing to extend 
hospitality to spiritual searchers, 
and especially welcoming fellow 
Oblates in need of rest and a change 
of venue. 

As Fr. Dave sees it: “The combination 
of natural beauty and silence at La 
Parra provides an exceptional setting 
in which to feel the closeness of 
God. We’ve been gifted with this 
unique environment here. It’s a 
veritable shrine. In the silence the 
Word can be heard. The implications 
for evangelization in today’s society 
are clear. When we experience this 
place’s rare desert-like Beauty, we 
are more attracted to the Good, and 
slowly being opened to the Truth.”

The pace of life at La Parra allows Fr. 
Dave to continue to reach out to men 
incarcerated in three correctional 
units in three diff erent south Texas 
counties. In some of them, mass and 
the sacrament of reconciliation had 
not been available for three years. 
Several times a year he takes part 
in three-day prison retreats. As he 
drives from the sprawling La Parra 
Ranch to the diff erent units, he says 
that he feels his mission is in some a 
small way a contribution to sharing 
the expansiveness of the gospel with 
the men confi ned behind bars.   

Dave with some of his young friends
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REMEMBERING OUR RECENTLY DECEASED OBLATES
 Oblates United States Province

Carl Kabat, OMI, died on August 4, 2022, in San Antonio, TX.
Raymond R. Kirtz, OMI died on August 12, 2022 in Belleville, IL. 

Gilmond Boucher, OMI, died on August 14, 2022, in Tewksbury, Ma. 
Donald Dietz, OMI, OMI died on September 21, 2022, in Belleville, IL.

Honorary Oblate
Jack Weck, HOMI, died on August 14, 2022, in Belleville, IL

From an other OMI Unit with USP connections
Philip Smith, OMI, (Lacombe) died on July 26, 2022, in Vancouver (Canada), former 

Central US Province

Oblate Constitution 43
We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for them, 
faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.

Elmar Mauer, OMI

DECEASED FAMILY AND FRIENDS

Paul DiVito, former Oblate scholastic, died on July 29, 2022. 
Amado Lopez-Mendoza, father of Fr. Feliciano Lopez-Ortiz, OMI, died on August 14, 2022.

Martin Fenlon, brother-in-law of Bro. Andrew Lawlor, died on August 14, 2022. 
Sergio Lopez Ortiz, brother of Fr. Feliciano Lopez-Ortiz, OMI, died on August 15, 2022.
Anojil Singarayar, sister-in-law of Fr. Philip Singarayar, OMI, died on August 16, 2022.

Walter “Skip” Christensen, former Oblate scholastic, died on August 16, 2022
Sally Paulsen, mother of Fr. Timothy Paulsen, OMI, died on September 2, 2022.
Loretta M. LaBelle, mother of Fr. Joseph T. LaBelle, OMI, died on September 4. 

Moses Gaja, father of Scholastic Bro. Solomon Gaja, OMI (Cameroon-Chad) died on 
September 18. Also, his grandmother, Agnes Gaja, died recently in Nigeria.

Joe Flores, father of Fr. Arturo Flores, OMI, died on October 22, 2002.
Dianne Allen, sister-in-law of Fr. James Allen, OMI, died on October 24, 2022

Raymond KirtzCarl KabatGilmond Boucher Donald Dietz
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A patron saint for Oblate Associates 
in the U.S.

The U.S. National Offi  ce of 
Oblate Associates has chosen 

Blessed Paul Thoj Xyooj (Thao 
Shiong) as the group’s patron 
saint because of his commitment 
to oblation together with the Oblate 
missionaries in Laos. He is an 
example of how the Mazenodian 
family, Oblates and laity, can 
collaborate to be cooperators 
of Christ the Savior, sharing the 
charism of St. Eugene de Mazenod.

Blessed Paul Thoj Xyooj was born 
in 1941 in Laos where Oblate 
missionaries arrived to serve the 
poor and most abandoned. He 
was among the fi rst catechumens 
taught by the Oblate missionaries. 
Although he initially felt the call 
to the priesthood and entered the 
minor seminary, he realized that 
his vocation was more towards 
marriage. He therefore left the 
seminary and became a catechist, 
cooperating with the Oblate 
missionaries who struggled to learn 
the language of the Hmong people. 

When he was 19, he accompanied 
Blessed Fr. Mario Borzaga, OMI, 

in his evangelization of the poor 
in various villages. Both were 
captured by leftist rebels. Blessed 
Paul refused to leave Fr. Mario and 
suff ered martyrdom along with him. 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that we may follow with due 
devotion the faith of blessed Paul 
Thoj Xyooj who, for spreading 
the faith, merited the crown of 
martyrdom. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.

Offi  ce of Mazenodian 
Family Activities & 

Planning

(Ed. Note: As was reported in the 
last issue of OMI USA, at the end 
of April, Geri Furmanek, who for 
several years was the province’s 
Coordinator of Oblate Associates, 
took a new position as Pastoral 
Care Associate at the Benedictine 
Living Center at the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of the Snows. Fr. David 
Muñoz, OMI, the new director, 
explains his new job description.)

I have recently been appointed as 
Director of Mazenodian Family 

Activities and Planning. I am 
excited to work with the directors 
of the various branches of our 
Mazenodian family in the U.S. 
Province. For those not familiar 
with these branches in the U.S., 
I off er a brief reminder of who 
they are: The Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate, Honorary 
Oblates, Oblate Associates, the 
Oblate Partnership, Oblate Youth, 
Oblate Affi  liates, Oblate Mission 
Supporters, and Oblate employees. 
With Geri Furmanek's resignation 
from the National Offi  ce of Oblate 

Associates, this offi  ce will merge with the O ffi  ce of Mazenodian Family 
Activities & Planning. 

WWFor the next year, I am developing this offi  ce and will be working 
on a part-time basis, due to the other responsibilities I have, particularly 
that of serving as Pastor of Our Lady of San Juan de los Lagos Parish 
& Shrine. My task is not to direct the various groups of our charismatic 
family, apart from the Oblate Associates. I am available to provide 
resources regarding the charism of St. Eugene de Mazenod and to 
coordinate with the Directors of those various groups on how to faithfully 
live the charism in the diversity of our missionary responses. 
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During the semi-annual province meeting held in Bellevile on 
October 27-28, Oblates in the Midwest heard reports about 

the General Chapter from the delegates, Frs. Lou Studer, Antonio 
Ponce and Ray Cook. A special moment during the gathering was 
a Mass celebrated in the church of the Shrine of our Lady of the 
Snows, honoring some of the province members celebrating jubilees 
of vows or ordinations in 2022. The church was already beautifully 
decorated for All Souls Day with thousands of roses honoring the 
deceased families and friends of Oblate benefactors.
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MAMI included in new 
book

Fr. David Uribe, OMI, Director 
of the Missionary Association 
of Mary Immaculate USA, has 
written a case study about the 
Oblates’ history of inviting 
people to be co-missionaries with 
us in support of our missions 
and ministries, wherever we 
serve. He especially refers to 
the development of MAMI in 
Belleville and Oblate Missions in 
San Antonio. James W. Murphy of 
the Episcopal Church Foundation 
has included this case study in a 
recently published book: Faithful 
Giving: The Heart of Planned 
Gifts. More information can be 
found on www.churchpublishing.
org/faithfulgiving or Amazon.
com.

Jubilarians, front l-r: Frs. Michael Powell, Sherman Wall and Louis 
Studer. Rear, l-r: Frs. Dwight Hoberechts and Clyde Rausch.

Jubilarians honored during Fall Meeting
at Belleville Shrine


